
AASHTO-Research Advisory Committee, Region 3
Meeting Minutes – 05/10/2011

	Date
	May 10, 2011
	Time
	1:00 pm (Central)

	Facilitator
	Tommy Nantung
	Scribe
	Amy Schutzbach

	Subject
	RAC Region 3 Conference Call

	Attendees
	Member states attending:
Illinois – Amy Schutzbach 
Indiana – Tommy Nantung
Iowa – Sandra Larson, Vanessa Goetz
Michigan – Michael Townley
Missouri – Mara Campbell, Jen Harper
Ohio – Cynthia Gerst
Wisconsin – Daniel Yeh 

Member states not attending:
Kansas
Minnesota



	Key Points Discussed

	No.
	Topic
	Highlights

	1.
	Review of agenda / roll call

	Tommy called the meeting to order and everyone acknowledged their participation in the meeting.  No updates to the agenda.

	2.
	Review of March minutes

	Daniel moved to approve the minutes, Mara seconded.  Motion carried.


	3.
	March Action Items 
	· Tommy received everyone’s High Value Research votes, tallied them, and shared the top 4 projects from the region with Dale Peabody.  Roberto DeDios from Colorado DOT is inviting state reps to make a brief presentation on their project at the summer meeting.
· The region had good luck moving our NCHRP submittals forward at the March SCOR meeting.
· Amy contacted Michael LaPlante regarding the TRB subscription list.  States are asked to update this list once a year to make sure the multitude of TRB publications make it to the right place; only you can decide if it is worth the effort to update it.
· Amy contacted Mark Norman regarding travel expenses for the annual TRB state reps/RAC meeting.  By now we all should have received an e-mail on this from Rosa Allen.

	4.
	State by State Update

	Iowa – Iowa is under a hiring freeze.  Vanessa is on loan from Materials.  Iowa has a new Director, formerly from WIS DOT.  Vanessa discussed a County Engineer focus group meeting to be held on May 11th which would let the County Engineers tell the DOT what their issues are.  Eleven states, FHWA, and NCHRP will participate in Iowa’s August Peer Exchange.

Missouri – Mara announced she will be leaving RAC to take a new position within MO DOT.  :(  Kevin Keith, MO DOT’s new CEO, has announced that MO DOT will be downsizing by 20%.  Research will be moving to Construction and Materials under Dave Ahlvers.  Mara will send everyone a copy of the final report from MO DOT’s recent Peer Exchange.

Illinois – The Illinois Center for Transportation Executive Committee recently met and voted on funding for the spring projects.  Amy is working on a new Inter-governmental Agreement with University of Illinois for the Illinois Center for Transportation.  Amy recently interviewed candidates for the Research Coordinator position and hopes to be able to hire someone soon.

Indiana – Tommy explained that a number of projects were dropped from the FY 11 and FY 12 programs: 11 in FY 11 and 10 in FY 12.  The professors at Purdue are not happy.  Work is underway on the FY 13 program.  There are limited opportunities to go outside of Purdue.  The Executive Staff is trying to determine how IN DOT will pay for NCHRP, TRB, and pooled fund contributions.  Tommy hopes for an answer by June/July.

Ohio – Ohio has a new governor, a new director, and a new administration team.  After reorganization, Cynthia is now over both the SPR 1 and SPR 2 programs and the library.  She will soon be meeting with the Executive Staff to discuss the FY 12 program.

Michigan – No official RAC rep has been named, so Michael is filling in.  He has developed a draft stewardship agreement with FHWA and offered to share it with Amy and Cynthia.  Next week Michael will be visiting the regional offices to share with them a Communications plan and do some outreach.  Research may get moved to the Bureau of Development and the library split off.

Wisconsin – Daniel reported that highway projects were recently approved, while the policy projects are out for solicitation.  Some examples of policy-related research include why the public won’t use detour routes and the impact of spring-thaw on northern roads opened to logging traffic year-round.  Daniel will not be able to attend the summer meeting.  He is filling some positions with University of Wisconsin staff that will help the program concentrate more on research efforts.


	5.
	Task Force Updates 
	Value of Research – The top 16 high value research projects (4 from each region) have been submitted to Dale Peabody.  The task force is once again preparing a primer for CEOs; a draft will be available at the RAC meeting this summer.  They are also working on a primer on research communication tools.

Administration – The Admin task force is working on updating the RAC 101 PowerPoint presentation for the summer meeting.  The presentation will be mailed out prior to the meeting to new RAC members.  The task force is also working on creating a 1-page format for each state to fill out detailing their research program.  CUTC has developed a similar document for their members, and RAC leadership thought it would be beneficial for RAC members to do one as well.

Funding – no update.  Still looking for a chairman.

Program Management and Quality – David Jared and Mike Bonini are chairing this task force.  A new NCHRP study is underway which is basically a revamp of NCHRP 20-63, Research Performance Measures; the new study is known as RPM Lite.  Joint meetings of the PMQ task force and the NCHRP panel are being held.  Tommy will ask Nanda Srinivasan to send Cynthia the software for 20-63, but he thought that the new RPM Lite might be more useful for her.  David Jared also has created an action plan and matrices for PMQ.

Collaboration and Coordination – no update.  Calvin Roberts from Michigan previously served on this panel.


	6. 
	New Business
	Amy raised the question of whether states are required by RAC send out their research reports to others, and if so, who do they send them to?  Michigan requires people to sign up for their ListServ.  Tommy replied that NJ DOT had done a survey on this recently and he would look for it.  Daniel responded that there is a TRANLIB ListServ that could be used.  Tommy did not think that there were any formal RAC guidelines on this.  He and Amy will bring this up at the RAC Leadership call on May 12th.  Tommy also noted that we will raise the possibility of a memorial for Ivy Harris at the RAC Leadership call.

Cynthia noted that Ohio needs to conduct a peer exchange soon.  Tommy has helped her obtain invitations to Iowa’s and New Jersey’s peer exchanges to help her prepare for Ohio’s.

Amy mentioned that we are looking for a mentor for Cynthia.  Please let Tommy or Amy know if interested.  The RAC 101 PowerPoint presentation produced by the Admin task force can be used as a starting point for the mentoring program.


	7. .
	Action Items
	· Mara will send the region a copy of MO DOT’s final report from their recent peer exchange.
· Michael will share a copy of Michigan’s draft stewardship agreement with Cynthia and Amy.
· Tommy will ask Nanda Srinivasan to send Cynthia a copy of the NCHRP 20-63 Research Performance Measures software.  
· Tommy and Amy to bring up sharing state research reports with other states to the RAC Leadership at the May 12th conference call.
· Members interested in serving as a mentor should contact Tommy or Amy.




Next conference call will be September 13th with Ohio hosting.	
AASHTO-RAC Region 3 Meeting Minutes
May 10, 2011
Page 4 of 4

AASHTO

-

Research Advisory Committee, Region 3

 

Meeting Minutes

 

–

 

0

5

/

10

/2011

 

 

Date

 

Ma

y

 

10

, 2011

 

Time

 

1

:00

 

pm (

Central

)

 

Facilitator

 

Tommy Nantung

 

Scribe

 

Amy Schutzbach

 

Subject

 

RAC Region 3 

Conference Call

 

Attendees

 

Member states a

ttending:

 

Illinois 

–

 

Amy Schutzbach 

 

Indiana 

–

 

Tommy Na

n

tung

 

Iowa 

–

 

Sandra Larson

, 

Vanessa 

Goetz

 

Michigan 

–

 

Michael Townley

 

Missouri 

–

 

Mara Campbell

, 

Jen Harper

 

Ohio 

–

 

Cynthia Gerst

 

Wisconsin 

–

 

Daniel Yeh 

 

 

Member 

states n

ot attendin

g:

 

Kansas

 

Minnesota

 

 

Key Points Discussed

 

No.

 

Topic

 

Highlights

 

1.

 

Review of agenda

 

/ r

oll call

 

 

Tommy

 

called the meeting to order and everyone 

acknowledge

d

 

their participation in the 

meeting

.

  

No 

updates to the agenda.

 

2

.

 

Review of 

March

 

minutes

 

 

Daniel

 

moved to approve

 

the minutes

, 

Mara

 

seconded.  

Motion carried.

 

 

3.

 

March Action Items 

 

·

 

Tommy received everyone’s High Value Research 

votes, tallied them,

 

and shared the top 4 

projects 

from the region 

with Dale Peabody.  Roberto 

DeDios

 

from Colorado DOT is inviting state reps to 

make a brief presentation on their project at the 

summer meeting.

 

·

 

The region had good luck moving our NCHRP 

submittals forward at the March SCOR meeting.

 

·

 

Amy 

contacted Michael LaPlante

 

regarding the

 

TRB subscrip

tion list.  

States are asked to update 

this list once a year to make sure the multitude of 

TRB publications make it to the right place; only 

you can decide if it is worth the effort to update it.

 

·

 

Amy 

contacted Mark Norman regarding travel 

expenses for the annual TRB state reps/RAC 

meeting.  By now we all should have received an 

e

-

mail on this from Rosa Allen.

 

4

.

 

State by State Update

 

 

Iowa 

–

 

Iowa is under a hiring freeze.  Vanessa is on loan 

from Mate

rials.  Iowa has a new Director, formerly from 

WIS DOT.  Vanessa discussed a County Engineer focus 

group meeting to be held on May 11

th

 

which would let the 

County Engineers tell the DOT what their issues are.  

Eleven states, FHWA, and NCHRP will participat

e in 

Iowa’s August Peer Exchange.

 

 

