AASHTO RAC Transportation Knowledge Networks Task Force
December 6, 2012

Attendees:   Leni Oman (Chair), Dawn Vanlandingham, Andrew Lemer, Cindy Smith, Jane Minotti, JT Rabun, Leighton Christiansen, Sue Sillick, Daniel Yeh, Diane Gurtner, Ron Curb, Renee McHenry, Lisa Loyo, Kathy Szolomayer (Notes), Ida Van Schalkwyk, Laura Wilt, Louise Rosenzweig, Lynn Matis, Sandy Brady, Shashi Nambisan, Andy Everett, Carol Paszamant.
Unable to attend:   Mary Moulton, Dale Steele

Working Agenda  
Roll call – each attendee introduced herself or himself and identified where they work. Today we have 2 new attendees: Renee (Missouri DOT) and Leighton (Iowa DOT/Iowa State U), both of whom are recently hired librarians.
Agenda adjustments needed? – Leni added “Scoping R & D” 
Scoping Research & Development needs – by March, we need to scope our problem statement about information management that SCOR will entertain. Andy L. commented that we need to come to agreement on the statement in enough time for him to prepare the necessary documentation to submit the problem statement (end of next February/early March). Leni said we can use input from the community to help shape the problem statement – and there are many facets of input available already. She asked for the TF’s help in documenting what exists today. “Ideascale” could be a tool that could help us collect this information. Sue said TRB is also developing a tool that we could use for collaboration, possibly. 
There is $50,000 available from SCOR, which is to be used to develop an action plan. Leni asked for input on processes to use to gather feedback from the community (including perhaps hosting a workshop for interested stakeholders to provide ideas), since the timeline to do this is rather short. If anyone wants to be part of the scoping process, Leni said to contact her. Laura, Lisa, Sue and Leighton (and via the chat box, Ida and Dawn) all volunteered; Andy L. would be involved, as well. In March, what is due is the plan to ask for additional funding for information and data management. Putting together the plan will be a challenging task due to the timeline! Andy L. said if a workshop will be held, a time and place need to be decided upon right away; could piggyback on TRB annual meeting, perhaps?
Sue gave a brief visual tour of the TRB collaboration tool. 
Feedback for meetings – Leni reviewed reasons we are trying 90 minute meetings now; please provide feedback to her on how this is working for you.  omanl@wsdot.wa.gov
SCOR discussion on information – Leni just returned from Standing Committee On Research meeting and shared the slides she presented there about data and information management, networking and associated issues. Topics of discussion included information literacy, NCHRP 20-90, competencies needed to manage information, the need for a “common language” that has flexibility for regional variation, and so on. SCOR made some funding available to advance this effort (see Scoping R & D, above). No other information-related problem statements have been submitted to SCOR.
                -- Next steps and research needs – be thinking about critical next steps
Repository paper – Dale was not on the call; Leni reported that he received few comments and is working on finalizing the draft for the work group to review in the next week or so.
Report distribution – Daniel reported that their group put forth 2 proposals to the Pooled Fund. One deals with the technical documentation page, and the other with what the actual requirements are for distributing reports, how distribution can be streamlined, etc. On the former, it is hoped guidelines will  be developed for filling out the form properly and completely. Daniel asked what the status is on the proposals. Karen commented that proposals have been voted on by Pooled Fund TAC members, but no results released yet. Post-meeting note: Later that day Pooled Fund members were advised that turnout was low on the special projects voting, and those who have not voted were asked to do so quickly. 
Leni said there is interest within SCOR about these issues, but also questions about the focus of these efforts, from folks not directly involved in research. Consequently, she is doing lots of educating. Daniel mentioned that in Wisconsin, what is presumed to be collected by the DOT library (environmental impact statements, for example), may or may not be happening in a systematic way. There’s a lack of understanding in terms of why that is so. So the efforts here to clarify some of these issues will certainly benefit the transportation community as a whole.
NTKN – Another meeting is coming up Friday Dec 14th. Leni asked for input from other folks in that group on the last meeting held. Lynn said the Bylaws are in development and there’s some attention being paid to creating a logo. Karen brought up the discussion about whether “steering committee” is the proper name for the group. “Coordinating committee” is seen as a more accurate name since it reflects more realistically what the actual role of the group would be. It was noted that NTL’s support of the NTKN determines the role of the group, to a large extent. TLCat was also a topic of discussion and no determination has been made yet as to whether it will continue to be supported by NTL; the NTKN website is also under discussion. The group is hoping to have something official out by the TRB annual meeting in January (Bylaws, etc.).
Communication plan – Lynn and Kathy reported no updates/progress. Despite little input from the survey they did about how to structure a plan, they will get together soon and carry on. On a related note, Leni has been going through all of her documents related to this TF and is on track to get things organized and “out there”. 
Dawn commented that the recent report “Communicating the Value of Research” is very good and we could use aspects from that report for our communication efforts.
TRB Annual Meeting news – Leni asked who is attending: Sue, Ron, Sandy, Lisa, Leighton, Cindy, and Dawn will be there.
Lisa pulled up the LIST committee activity schedule for the annual meeting and went over that. http://trblist.org/
Some of the sessions may be recorded and the meeting materials are always available to state DOTs (TRB sponsors). Lisa also sends out complimentary DVDs of meeting materials to state DOT librarians upon request – send her an e-mail. Daniel said session information for 3 committees (including LIST) related to our work will be sent out soon. Leni mentioned several other sessions of broad interest to this group, and will also send out details. An interactive program is available for the meeting sessions here: http://pressamp.trb.org/aminteractiveprogram/Program.aspx
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other updates – Via the chat box, Andy E. said he, Mary and Frances are working on a draft while paper on “Transportation Data Tagging”. The current outline is here:  https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VOXUbmCC9OjVXTEov2QKy6xxBP0RZahRAOKi_Ne30do/edit
Lisa mentioned a new report about data management in the long term available on the National Academies website for free at:  http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13564 It is entitled Developing Data Attribution and Citation Practices and Standards: Summary of an International Workshop.
KM Task Force – Ida has been working on the website. 
Leni reported that the FHWA Library is moving to a more visible location in the building (Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center). Via chat, Carol said the NJDOT Research Library is also moving to the 1st floor next month.
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 Pacific Time
Next Meeting:  8:30 to 10:00 am Pacific Time, Thursday January 3rd, 2013  Update: Meeting cancelled 



Ongoing Activities
1. Research Report Management: 
0. Repositories: State of the practice & recommendation (Dale Steele, AZ DOT lead) 
0. Distribution strategies (Daniel Yeh, NV DOT lead)
1. Problem statement submitted to Library Connectivity TPF
0. Quality (with RAC-CUTC) – Leni update
0. Formats 
1. Outreach:  
1. Communication plan (Kathy Szolomayer, WSDOT, and Lynn Matis, MA DOT co-lead )
1. Reports to RAC & SCOR  - Leni

1. Information best practices
2. Collating Calendars (active, Laura Wilt, OR DOT & Cynthia Gerst, OH DOT co-lead)
0. Problem statements submitted to Library Connectivity TPF
2. Research websites and information architecture (in discussion)

1. Data Management
3. Will assist Safety Information Workshop recommendations 
3. Data management issues/opportunities related to networking

1. Information Sharing
4. International Information Workshop prep and outcomes
4. Webinar/outreach plan (active, Andy Everett, WSDOT, Mary Moulton, RITA NTL, Frances Harrison)

1. Tracking
5. NCHRP 20-90 Improving Management of Transportation Information
5. NCHRP 20-89  Intellectual Property Management Guide for State Departments of Transportation
5. Transportation Librarian Roundtable: http://ntl.bts.gov/networking/roundtable.html 

Completed
1. TKN Video - Distributed to RAC, posted to AASHTO TV and YouTube
1. TKN folio – Distributed to RAC and TRB LIST 
1. Informational Papers
0. Bibliographic Database vs. Library Repository: TRID and NTL (Completed. Authors: Laura Wilt, OR DOT & Lynn Matis, MA DOT co-lead)
0. Using the TRT to Catalog Data (Completed. Author: Andy Everett, WSDOT) 
0. Information Portals: Perspectives, Planning, and Practices (Completed. Authors: AJ Million MO DOT; John Cherney, WisDOT;  Bob Cullen, AASHTO)
1. Knowledge Networks reference in MAP-21
1. Research problem statements (funded
4. Two problem statements vetted by the TKN TF resulted in NCHRP 20-90 (active) 
4. Reviewed e-publications research need, opted out
1. Information Sharing
5. Climate Change Clearinghouse guidance updated

Continuing activities
Collaboration 
5. With other groups through members and the TKN Chairs
5. NTKN Meeting July 19th
5. TKN (NTKN, ETKN, MTKN,WTKN, AASHTO RAC) Chairs meet monthly.  LIST, Library Connectivity TPF, and SLA-Transportation Division being added

