


AASHTO Research Advisory Committee
Value of Research Task Force
Meeting Minutes

	Date
	July 15, 2013
	Time
	1:00 – 2:30

	Co-Chairs
	Mark Morvant, Louisiana DOTD
Linda Taylor, Minnesota DOT
	Scribe
	Daniel Yeh, Wisconsin DOT

	Subject
	Meeting at RAC 2013 conference, Baton Rouge

	Attendees
	State DOT – members
Mark Morvant, LA (co-chair)
Linda Taylor, MN (co-chair)
Darryll Dockstader, FL
Glenn Roberts, NH
Cindy Smith, MS
Bill Stone, MO
Daniel Yeh, WI

State DOT – friends
Michael Boudreaux,LA
Sandy Brady, LA
Coco Briseno, CA
Michael Brown, VA
Shannon Crum, TX
Soumya Dey, DC
Gavin Gastreau, LA
Gary Hook, OH
Bill King, LA
Robert McCoy, NM
Daris Ormesher, SD
Skip Paul, LA
Juan Pava, IL
Tyson Rupnow, LA
Ann Scholz, NH
Megan Swanson, IL
Jimmy White, VA
Kirk Zeringue, LA
	Other organizations – friends 
Baabak Ashuri, Georgia Tech
John Broemmelsiek, FHWA
Pat Casey, CTC & Associates
Billy Connor, University of Alaska
Jennifer Dill, Portland State University
Jerry DiMaggio, SHRP2
Joe Geigle, FHWA
Barbara Harder, Barbara Harder & Assoc.
Brian Hirt, CTC & Associates
Azmat Hussain, FHWA
Crawford Jencks, TRB
Valerie Lefler, University of Nebraska
Jan Lucke, University of Minnesota
Shashi Nambisan, Iowa State University
Jamie Setzer, FHWA
Mary Stringfellow, FHWA
Betsey Tramonte, FHWA





	Key Points Discussed

	No.
	Topic
	Highlights

	1
	Mission statement review
	

	2
	Review of May 29 minutes
	Task force approved the meeting minutes

	3
	High value research projects – large document
	Mark M discussed the large high value research document with 109 projects submitted to RAC.  He will send the draft to the full RAC for review.  Pending no objections, he will publish the final document by July 31.

The task force discussed other opportunities for other marketing the document outside of RAC, perhaps in other venues.  Each state may consider social media marketing opportunities.

	4
	High value research projects – Sweet 16
	RAC will include rapid-fire presentation of the Sweet 16 high value research projects on July 16.  The projects will also be featured at a TRB poster session in January and an upcoming AASHTO News article.  Certificates will be presented on July 17 and re-presented to CEOs at the AASHTO National Meeting in Denver in October.

	5
	High value research projects – submittal process
	Mark noted that this is the first time using the RPM site for submittal.  This was much easier to compile, but the site had problems with attachments (graphics, etc.).  The process took longer, possibly as new users waited for passwords.  RPM will be hosted for one more year, but no programming funds are available to change anything for project submittals.

	6
	High value research projects – Sweet 16 voting process
	Linda will compile a summary of the voting processes used in each region.  The Task Force may want to provide more guidance to ensure consistent voting amongst the regions.

	7
	Research Makes a Difference brochure
	CTC & Associates reviewed the 2013 draft brochure in non-layout form.  The brochure is again funded through NCHRP.  The 2013 draft mentions 17 different state, FHWA and NCHRP projects including 8 of the Sweet 16; DC and WY featured for first time.  The target publication date is the AASHTO Annual Meeting in October 2013.  Comments should be provided by the end of the month to CTC & Associates.

	8
	Presentation by Baabak Ashuri, Georgia Tech University
	Dr. Ashuri presented on best practices for determining the value of research.  The slides will be sent to meeting attendees and Task Force members.

	9
	Presentation by Linda Taylor, Minnesota DOT
	Linda presented on a MnDOT study of the best practices of quantifying the value of research.  The slides and a link to the report will be sent to meeting attendees and Task Force members.

	10
	RPM web site
	Most of the RPM discussion on the performance measure features of the tool will be handled in the Program Management & Quality Task Force.  Task Forces may coordinate in early 2014 on a webinar showing how states are using RPM.

	11
	Future meeting schedule
	The next two conference calls are scheduled for September 11 and November 13, with an in-person meeting slated for the TRB Annual Meeting in January.

	12
	Goals and objectives
	Mark & Linda outlined some basic goals and objectives for the task force and invited future input from members.  Among the goals is a desire to have all 50 states submit high-value projects.




	Action Items

	No.
	Action Item
	Owner
	Target Date

	1
	Need full RAC review of high-value research document (100+ projects)
	Mark Morvant
	July 22-31

	2
	CTC accepting comments on Research Makes the Difference brochure
	Brian Hirt
	July 26

	3
	The slides from the Georgia Tech and Minnesota DOT presentations will be shared with the Task Force
	Mark Morvant
	July 31

	4
	The Task Force is seeking states to volunteer to share experiences for the RPM webinar
	Mark Morvant
	August 30

	5
	Market FY13 High Value Research projects
	State DOTs
	August 30

	6
	Compile and document High Value Research voting process used by each AASHTO-RAC region
	Linda 
	August 30 






